
 

There's no such thing as bad weather, just the wrong clothing: climate,
weather and active school transportation in Toronto, Canada

   
   

   
Abstract:

OBJECTIVE: Climatic conditions may enable or deter active school transportation in many North American
cities, but the topic remains largely overlooked in the existing literature. This study explores the effect of
seasonal climate (i.e., fall versus winter) and weekly weather conditions (i.e., temperature, precipitation) on
active travelling to school across different built and policy environments. METHODS: Home-to-school trips
by 11-12-year-old children in the City of Toronto were examined using data from the 2006 Transportation
Tomorrow Survey. Binomial logistic regressions were estimated to explore the correlates of the choice of
active (i.e., walking) versus non-active (i.e., private automobile, transit and school bus) mode for school
trips. RESULTS: Climate and weather-related variables were not associated with choice of school travel
mode. Children living within the sidewalk snow-plough zone (i.e., in the inner-suburban neighbourhoods)
were less likely to walk to school than children living outside of the zone (i.e., in the inner-city
neighbourhoods). CONCLUSION: Given that seasonality and short-term weather conditions appear not to
limit active school transportation in general, built environment interventions designed to facilitate active
travel could have benefits that spill over across the entire year rather than being limited to a particular
season. Educational campaigns with strategies for making the trip fun and ensuring that the appropriate
clothing choices are made are also warranted in complementing built environment modifications.

Source: http://journal.cpha.ca/index.php/cjph/article/view/3221   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Precipitation, Temperature

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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